the U.S. Armed Forces in the New York area, as compared with 86 per cent. for the combined "pick-up" and "friend" categories. Civilian experience in New York City confirms these findings.
Although the role of the prostitute as a vector of venereal disease has gradually declined in importance as compared with the promiscuous amateur, prostitution nevertheless continues to present an important problem. In New York City prostitution is illegal and is rigidly suppressed by the police authorities. Each day women arrested for soliciting, vagrancy, or Medical examination procedure at this court clinic consists of a careful physical inspection, with special reference to the skin and mucous membranes, serological examination of the blood for syphilis, and a pelvic examination, including a smear and culture for gonococci. Whenever indicated, darkfield examinations, intradermal tests for lymphogranuloma venereum, and smears for Donovan bodies are * Received for publication December 27, 1957. made. All laboratory examinations are made in the diagnostic laboratory of the New York City Health Department. A previous study of the accumulated data of these court cases revealed several interesting features concerning the trend of syphilis and gonorrhoea in New York City in the period [1936] [1937] [1938] [1939] [1940] [1941] [1942] [1943] [1944] [1945] [1946] (Rosenthal and Kerchner, 1948) . These observations have been continued up to and including 1956, and are presented because they describe the experience of the Health Department in the antibiotic era, and offer data which may be compared with those obtained before antibiotics came into general use. Table I (opposite) presents the total number of women examined annually during the period 1936-1956, with the numbers infected with gonorrhoea, with syphilis, and with both syphilis and gonorrhoea. The Figure (opposite) The decrease in the number of women brought to court has been much greater for white than for non-white women. In the 4-year period 1943 to It is thus apparent that the number of women arrested on charges of prostitution has decreased appreciably over the past 10 years. While this may 13- 14-6 17-9 19-1 18-3 19-2 17-7 18 -4 16-0 17-2 15-5 18 -9 17-1 17-9 18-6 35-39
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suggest that there has also been a general decrease in prostitution in the city, such a conclusion cannot be made from court data alone, since the number of women arrested on such charges depends specifically on the extent and quality of police activity. It appears probable, however, that such factors as the current improvement in economic conditions, the change from the stresses and strains of a war-time economy to a relatively more stable peace-time existence, and increasing competition from the promiscuous amateur, have all combined to reduce prostitution. An important additional factor has been the intensive educational efforts on the part of public health authorities, alerting the general public to the dangers of venereal disease. The number in each age group arrested and examined is also of special interest. Table III ). The proportion of patients with latent syphilis fell from 22 7 per cent. in 1946 to 4 0 per cent. in 1954. In the past 2 years, however, the proportion increased to 7 9 per cent. in 1955 and 10 5 per cent. in 1956. These increases have coincided with an increase in the number of women brought to court in the past 2 years. There has been no significant change in the racial distribution of these women during this period. The increase occurred mainly in the nonwhite group, the total rising from 4-7 per cent. in 1954 to 12-6 per cent. in 1956. Treated by the X2 method, this increase is found to be statistically significant. There was also an increase among the white women from 2-0 per cent. to 4-1 per cent., but this just falls short of statistical significance. The numbers and percentages found infected are shown in Table IV 1950 1951 1952 1953 1954 1955 1956 1950 1951 1952 1953 1954 1955 1956 All Ages ..   275  270  263  166  72  175  236  335  142  137  121  123  143  129  White.  42  39  41  21  9  14  22  80  29  20  15  21  17  22  Non-white  233  231  222  145  63  161  214  255  113  117  106  102  126 White. 20-24 . 9-6 8-0 11-0 6-8 2-6 4-0 8-9 18-3 9-4 12-4 10-4 9-6 9-7 8-3 White ..
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10-6 8-7 24 5 2-9 4 5 6 1 10 1 5 3 2 9 2-0 2 9 4-5 0-0 2 9 White .. (1) In New York City the prostitute plays a lesser role at the present time in the spread of venereal disease than the promiscuous amateur.
(2) The number of prostitutes arrested annually decreased 49 per cent. in the 17-year period 1940 to 1956, but it must be pointed out that arrests have increased since 1952.
(3) The number of white women arrested has declined by 73-2 per cent. during the past 10 years, while that of non-white women has declined by only 24-6 per cent.
(4) Of the white women arrested, one-fifth were between 20 and 25 years of age and another one-fifth between 25 to 30 years of age; of the non-white women arrested, one-third were between 20 to 25 years of age and another one-third between 25 to 30 years of age. 
